
From Our President  . . .

Our “Summer Sundays” are now behind us with a very good report

of visitors to view our Textile Exhibit in the Dewees Museum, as

well as our many unique artifacts that fill the Muhlenberg House.

Several additions to the collection include the Charles Albrecht

piano on loan from The Speaker’s House, and most recently, the

original portraits of Francis Swaine Muhlenberg and Sarah

Coleman.  We couldn’t have done it without our faithful cadre of

Tour Guides and Pat Mancuso, who not only went out and

recruited additional people but assured that our houses had sufficient

coverage to be open every Sunday, as well as for specially scheduled

tours.  A big thanks to all for a great summer!

Our extremely successful and well received Heritage Day

celebration signals that we are entering autumn.  Coming up on

November 15th will be our annual Veterans Recognition with a new

twist this year.  It will be in conjunction with a “Tavern Party,”

from 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. that takes the place of our usual

Veteran’s Day dinner (see enclosed flyer).  This will also be the

final opportunity to view some of our coverlets, quilts, and fabrics

that were on exhibit. At 7:00 P.M. we will hold our Annual

Meeting and election of officers for 2010-2012.

It’s not too early to mark your calendar and to invite your friends

and family to our annual Candlelight Tour of the Muhlenberg

House on December 6th.  This has become for me a spirit-filled

advent to the December hustle and bustle of holiday preparations as

it has, I’m sure, for many of you.  Our Gift Shop again promises to

hold some unique surprises for all ages as well as a time for

conversation and refreshment.

It’s hard to believe that almost two years have past since you

elected me as your President.  It has been an honor and a privilege

to serve in this moment in the Society’s long history and be given

the opportunity to carry on the vision and mission of my dis-

tinguished predecessors.  I can honestly tell you, because I have

experienced it myself, that who we are today is in no small measure

due to the dedicated and loyal support—not to mention really hard

work—of our members and friends, past and present.  We are who

we are because we believe in what we are about.

I’m extremely excited about our future together.  The confidence

of those who have entrusted us with their family treasures because

they believe they will be well cared for is our mandate to plan

carefully for the years ahead.  The challenges that lie before us in

energy conservation and building preservation call us to be faithful

stewards of the legacy that passes to us.  The reality that people will

continue to turn to us as the conservators of their histories requires

that we faithfully pass that legacy of our community on to future

generations.  I am especially excited by the increasing number of

children coming into our midst with a curiosity about history.  They

are our future.  We can’t let them down.

         Your partner in preservation and education,

     Rev. Bob Meschke, President

Around The Society
We continue to move forward in our efforts to reduce energy usage

(and our “carbon footprint”) wherever possible.  Toward that end, Mr.

Jon Costanza (Sunpower Builders) recently met with the Museum and

Property Committees to explore the possibility of installing solar panels

at Muhlenberg House and the Visitors Center which, in combination

with our Geo-Thermal heating and cooling system, would make us

energy independent and contributors to the electrical grid instead of

users.  It’s an exciting possibility!  We have also completed some very

much needed, but unanticipated, preventive maintenance and upgrades

to our Geo-Thermal System .

We are consulting with Mr. Costanza to determine the most

effective means of accomplishing our Weatherization goals for the

Andrew Miller-Dewees House.  We are currently looking at various

double pane window systems.  Larry DiPiano, our First Vice President

and Property Chair, has completed the insulation of the duct work in the

west basement of “The Tavern.”  Donations by Catherine

Rothenberger, and In Memory of Lloyd Ziegler by Ms. Eileen

Livingston were recently received to further our work.  Thank you for

your support.

Best Wishes and Godspeed to Huberta (“Hubie”) Bishop on her

recent move to Meadowood. You can now reach her at 68 Spruce Run,

Lansdale, PA  19446.  In conjunction with that relocation The Society

was the grateful recipient of numerous items of fine china, furniture,

and various other beautiful family heirlooms.

And the same heartfelt best wishes to Phyllis Parsons who recently

relocated to the Peter Becker Community.  You can be in touch with

her at Maplewood Estates, Apt. 258, 815 Maplewood Drive,

Harleysville, PA 19438  (215-703-4144).

We have also been entrusted with gifts from Life Members and

descendents of General John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg.  Portraits of

Francis Swaine Muhlenberg, son of the General, and Sarah Coleman,

wife of the General’s son, Peter Muhlenberg, were donated by

Caroline Muhlenberg Hufford-Anderson of Falls Church, VA, and

now hang in our Henry M. Muhlenberg House.  Her brother, John

David Stoddard Muhlenberg of Vienna, VA, and sister, Frederica

Muhlenberg Bunge of Berkeley, CA, have donated three Hitchcock

chairs with cane seats that are currently on display in the “Mourning

Room” in Dewees Tavern.  These chairs were passed down through the

family from their Grandfather, Dr. William Augustus Muhlenberg, son

of Peter Muhlenberg and Sarah Coleman and their father, Frederick

Augustus Muhlenberg, both of Reading, PA, and have been in the

family since the early part of the 19th century.

Two very nice glass front display cabinets were recently obtained

for our Military Room  and the Tavern dining room area from Calvary

Baptist Church for a donation of $100.  So far, we have three people

who stepped forward to help defray the cost.  We need just a bit more.

If you can help with this, or any expenditure you see mentioned, know

it will be gratefully received and acknowledged.  Put the purpose of the

donation in the memo portion of your check or, better yet, add a note.
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A History of the Dewees Museum
by The Rev. Judith A. Meier, Historian, The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley

On January 26, 1750, Andrew Miller and his wife Mary purchased land

from Michael and Eve Hawk that included both the present Miller-

Dewees land and the Wismer farm directly behind.  Andrew Miller was

a joiner and bellows-maker, servicing the 30-foot long bellows for all of

the furnaces and forges in the area, including those owned by the Rutter

and Potts families.  On February 5, 1747, he married Anna Maria

Ewaldin, daughter of one of the founders of the Reformed Church in

Providence, Ludwig Ewald and his wife Agnes Mary.  Ewald died

March 16, 1760, at the age of 65 years.  “Lodwick Evalt” is buried in the

cemetery of the Reformed Church, which adjoins the present Miller-

Dewees House.

Andrew Miller served as a deacon of Augustus Lutheran Church and

occasionally played the organ.  According to Henry Schuler, the Millers

moved to Trappe about 1764 and transformed the house from an old-

style Germanic house that may once have served as a tavern into a quasi-

Georgian house with an entrance hall and staircase.  Visual inspection

of the outside of the house as well as the basement supports this

suggestion.  One can see where a door and a window originally were

placed and where the house was extended a bit on the western side,

perhaps by the Millers when they moved in.

In the 1970s architectural consultants and Historical Society

researchers determined that the first section of the house, the most

eastern portion, was built between 1769 and 1774.  The original house

consisted of the first three easternmost bays of the present structure.

There were two rooms at the east end of each story, separated at the

summer beam, plus a hall on each floor, running from south to north.

There also was probably a small room over the front entrance on the

second floor.  The present fireplace is not in its original position, and

traces of the original stairway cannot be seen.

Andrew Miller and the Rev. Henry Melchior Mühlenberg became

neighbors when the Lutheran patriarch purchased the home just east of

the Miller property on the main road in January 1776.

Miller did cause his neighbors concern at times, however.  Father

Mühlenberg recorded on July 31, 1781, that “Last night our neighbor

Müller behaved wretchedly and drove his family out of the house.  They

sought refuge with us.  We were disturbed three times today by our

drunken neighbor, Andreas Müller.  This frightens my wife and stirs up

her convulsions.”

Andrew Miller died in the fall of 1792 and was buried two graves

away from Father Mühlenberg’s resting place.  His will directed that his

widow Mary be allowed to continue living in their house and 20 acres.

The house passed from son Joseph Miller to Peter Muhlenberg to the

Rev. John Christopher Kunze.  Mary Miller died in 1808.  Once again

the house went through a number of hands, from the widow Kunze to

Israel Bringhurst and his wife to Enos Lewis, to Norristown innkeeper

Abraham Everhart, and finally, in March 1827, to Dr. Jacob Dewees, son

of David and Mary Dewees, who for many years had owned and

operated The Duke of Cumberland across the road.

Architects and researchers believe that some time after the death of

Mary Miller in 1808 the middle section of the Miller-Dewees House was

built.  The middle section includes the present society office and a small

modern  kitchen.  When the original building was remodeled, the fire-

place and cupboards which are now in place were added and the original

fireplace, a corner arrangement in the northeast corner, removed.  The

front door was moved to the present hallway and replaced by a window,

and the staircase was added.  The original west wall was completely torn

down to the cellar level and replaced by the partitions now in place.

In the mid-1970s shop teacher Frank Eld and four of his students,

John H. Shetler, John Warren, Dominic Martorana, together with Walter

Sauer, made a careful study of the middle section and wrote this report:

“The second section is about 18' x 30', the longer being depth.  It is

also of stone, the front cut and dressed, the rear rubble.  There is no cellar

under this section, just a very shallow crawl space.  Pent eave remnants

were found here also and it has been restored.  There is a chimney on the

west wall with fireplace on the first and second floor.  The first floor has

one large room in the front with two windows and presently a kitchen in

the rear.  The rear of this portion may have incorporated an earlier

detached kitchen; the second floor rear is sloped roofed and not full two

stories high as in the front.  The second floor has one room in the front

and a second loft type room in the rear that is several steps lower than the

front room and is reached by three steps cut into the stone wall from the

stair landing.  There are two full sized windows in the front of the second

floor, two over two replacements and one small window in the rear, six

small panes.  Attic is one room with dormer; roof beams pegged and

slated.”

In 1979 Esther O. Keller, John H. Shelter, Walter Sauer, Kenneth

Smith, and Latimer Hoopes made a audio-taped walk-through before any

remodeling and restoration work was begun on what they called the

headquarters side of the building, or the third section.  They said of the

“Rented Quarters, West room” (dining room), “The cupboards on the left

of the fireplace was (sic) built by Frank Eld to enclose a heating duct, to

match the one on the right which was here when we started to restore.

The older closet is plastered on the back wall and board on the right.  The

fireplace was bricked in when we started.  The mantel in this room was

also made by Frank Eld, built to original dimensions from markings

discovered on the chimney breast and wall.  The closet in the corner

towards the wall was plastered over when we took over.  Frank and I had

an idea that this was where the original bar used to be because on the

floor joists, on the floor, there were markings where the partition would

have been.  It ran out even with the wall where the sink is today (in the

kitchen) and it ran out to include where the cooking section is today and

the markings on the walls went on two sides (stairway wall and the wall

towards the back) as for shelves.”

Elsewhere in that walk-through report the observation was made that

they thought that, in the front west room; that is, in the third section, a bar

used to run on the east wall beside the doorway and on the north wall

there was a hinged apparatus to get into it (between the closet and the

doorway to the middle room.

Architect Bruce Dodd, A.I.A., remarked in 1980 that “the (B) section

of the house shows no indication that it had served earlier as a kitchen;

however, there is the possibility that the present fireplace, unusually small

for a first floor fireplace ca 1800-1810, is an alteration resulting from the

removal of a cooking fireplace at the time of the ca 1840 construction.

David Dewees had operated the Duke of Cumberland from 1797 to

1820, when some kind of incapacitation forced him to relinquish his

duties to his wife and physician son.  Dewees had served as High Sheriff

of Montgomery County from 1807 through 1810, and for many years his

tavern was the polling place for the Seventh District.  County officials

met there to receive proposals for the purchasing of land for the poor

house and for accepting bids on the new Perkiomen & Reading turnpike

road.  This kind of activity continued when Dr. Jacob Dewees continued

the family business.

After Dr. Dewees’ 1827 purchase of the Miller house and lot, the

Dewees family moved across the road.  As Henry Hunsicker tells it:  “In

1829 the [Dewees] family moved to the northwest corner of the Gotwals

Mill Road and the Perkiomen and Reading Turnpike, opposite the

Bringhurst Mansion, and there long conducted a hotel known as the

Dewees Inn.  Mother Dewees, as she was familiarly called, was a most

estimable and energetic woman, who conducted the hotel business

admirably.  For some reason I cannot explain, her husband, David, took

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (continued on page 3)
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A History of the Dewees Museum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (continued)

no interest in the hotel business after the family left the ‘Duke of

Cumberland.’  Mother Dewees was an elegant provider.  She had the

deserved reputation of keeping a first-class hotel.  She was patronized

by the best class of the traveling public.  She accommodated her son-

in-law, Henry Prizer, who conducted the Trappe Boarding School, by

taking some of his scholars to board when he became crowded for

room.  Knowing of the well kept table, young men were eager to board

with her.  Brother Benjamin and his cousin Christian Hunsicker, while

at school there, strained a point to board with Mother Dewees.”

On January 4, 1832, the Sheriff advertised the sale of two properties

at the public house of Jacob Dewees in Trap.  The first property

included a large and commodious stone house recently occupied as a

tavern house, a large stone barn, stone sheds and other out buildings,

three wells of water, and 36 acres [The Duke of Cumberland].

The other property included a messuage, tavern stand, and 7 acres

and 140 perches of land, adjoining lands of Jacob Heebner, the

Presbyterian burying ground, and the junction of the public road

leading from the Trap to Doylestown, with the Reading and Perkiomen

turnpike.  The improvements were a large and commodious stone

tavern house, with five rooms and a kitchen on the first floor and seven

rooms on the second, a good cellar, and a well finished garret, sign of

the “Brig Holker.”  There was also a large stone shed sufficient for 36

horses, two wells, and a good orchard.  There was an additional tract

of 152 acres 140 perches, now the Wismer Farm.

Enos Lewis, Philadelphia gentleman, and his wife Margaret neé

Dewees purchased the Brig Holker and the surrounding land and

conveyed it to Mary Catharine Dewees, widow of David Dewees in

1838.  She continued to run her boarding house until 1855.  It was the

site of election polls and presidential rallies, according to Keller, and

the Philadelphia and Harrisburg Stage Line stopped there for many

years.

Architects and researchers cannot agree on when the third section of

the Miller-Dewees House, a three-story Federal-style addition, was

built, but estimates range from 1825 to 1840;  that is, before the 1832

sheriff’s sale or after the sale, the argument focusing on whether or not

the advertised tavern had two stories or three.  The newspaper

advertisement indicated that the tavern building had “five rooms and

a kitchen on the first floor, seven rooms on the second, a good cellar,

and a well finished garret.”  The “well finished garret” and the number

of rooms is con-sistent with the present configuration.  It is conjectured

that the original separate kitchen may have been absorbed into the

larger ca 1825-30 wing.  Traces of the original bar were found in the

front room.

Henry Hunsicker wrote of a “notable event that occurred at the

Dewees Inn in [his] boyhood.  It was here in 1840, during the Old

Tippecanoe Campaign of Gen. William Henry Harrison’s, a Campaign

of Log Cabins, Hard Cider and Raccoons, that I was present to hear

political speeches and campaign songs.  I remember that one of the

songs commenced: ‘Old Tip’s the boy to swing the flail, And make the

Locos all turn pale.’  It was here I heard the celebrated Buck Eye

Blacksmith of Ohio Speak.  James A. Pennypacker, an uncle of the

present Governor Pennypacker, also spoke, as did some others.  The

meeting was held in a spacious yard in front of a large open shed that

ran out from the barn towards the turnpike, in which hard cider was

freely dispensed to thirsty patriots.  Badges bearing miniature pictures

of Log Cabins and Raccoons were prominent.”

This information has been adapted from a paper on the history of the

Andrew Miller House-Dewees Tavern by The Rev. Judith A. Meier and

from documents used in the restoration and remodeling of the Dewees

Tavern in the archives of The Trappe Historical Society.  To read

more, visit our Website: ww.trappehistoricalsociety.org.

Do You Shop at Redner’s???
If you shop at Redner’s you can support the Historical Society.  It’s

easy!  Pick up a Save-a-Tape card at Dewees or the Visitors Center.

Swipe your card every time you visit Redner’s and save your receipts

after each purchase.  Drop off your receipts at the Historical Society

office, and we’ll do the rest.

Questions?  Call Linda at 610-489-8805.
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Mark Your Calendar!

T November 15th Tavern Party - Dewees Museum    4:00pm - 7:00pm

Celebrating Veterans Day and Honoring our Veterans

(Annual Meeting follows at 7:00pm)

T December 6th Candlelight Tour  - Henry Muhlenberg House

4:00pm - 7:00pm

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

FALL  2009  NEWSLETTER            

Timely Information  — Please, Do Not Delay!

Wish List . . . If you can provide any of the following, The Historical Society

would be most grateful!

 � Two programmable thermostats for proper climate control in Dewees Museum.
 � Tour Guides for Dewees Tavern and the Henry Muhlenberg House

 � Committee Members:  Fund Raising/Gift Shop, Property, Museum, Hospitality

 � Painting and energy saving weatherization of windows and doors at Dewees (see
page 3)

 � Your donation through your employer, which may come to the Society as a
matching gift.

Give us a call (610-489-7560) to discuss any item(s) you may wish to donate

to assure that it is an appropriate match for our needs.

Thank you to Irene Ferguson who
is retiring at age 92.   This has been
her last year demonstrating
Cording at Heritage Day.

Annual Meeting, November 15th, Dewees Museum, 7:00pm

Amendment Proposal

The Board proposes that the office of “Corresponding Secretary”
be eliminated, and replaced with the office of “Director at Large.”

Nominating Committee Report

In accordance with the By-Laws of the Society, the Nominating
Committee of The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville,
Perkiomen Valley recommends the following slate of officers be
presented to the membership for election to full terms of office at
its Annual Meeting on November 15, 2009:

President Lawrence G. DiPiano 
Vice President Linda J. Kehr Wiernusz

2nd Vice President Stacey A. Swigart
Recording Secretary Ruth T. Daller

Treasurer Patricia A. Quinty
Historian Jen Moyer-Damiani
Chaplain The Rev. William A. Fluck

Director at Large Marilyn DiRenzo

Heritage Day 2009 . . . Dona McDermott, Administrative Advisor, and organizer

of our annual Heritage Day, sends her thanks to all who helped set up, knock

down, prayed for good weather, gave tours, and staffed the admissions and

children’s activities tables.  Craft demonstrations, puppet shows, children’s

activities, house tours, hot dogs and ice cream—topped off by a wonderful sunny

day—resulted in a better-than-ever event!  Thank you,

Dona, for your dedication and hard work in creating

another successful Heritage Day!

Volunteer Adam Vettori

demonstrates youthful

activities in Colonial

times.

President Bob Meschke and Ken
Reinard, “Ye Olde Colonial Angler of
1770.”

See more photos of

Heritage Day 2009

on our Website

www.trappehistoricalsociety.org

Ron Torres describes the tools and the
skill of plane-making to Ruth Daller.


